Leveraging My Gifts
Step 1 – Identify Your Gifts
Every person has many gifts they can use to make a better future for themselves, their communities, and our planet.   Your gifts include your passions, your interests, your skills, your languages, your cultural knowledge, and more!    
Begin by making a list of 5 – 8 gifts that you have.  For each one, assess the extent to which this gift is valued within the school system.
	My Gift
	Is This Gift Valued in the School System?

	
	Yes
	Somewhat
	No
	If not valued, why not?

	Making pysanky (Ukrainian Easter eggs)
	
	
	x
	Curriculum focuses on Western Europe over Eastern Europe; Art is given less attention than science

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




Step 2 – Choose a Gift 
From the list you created in Step 1, choose one gift that you could use when working on the final project.  Then, explain your choice by explaining how and when you might use this gift.  For example, you might write:
“One of my gifts is my love of painting.  I could use this gift to create the slides for our presentation.  For example, I could create original artwork instead of just relying on images from the internet.”
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Step 3 – Make a Plan  
If you have been taught (implicitly or explicitly) that your gifts don’t matter or don’t belong at school the idea of using your gifts when working on the final project might feel scary.  It could be useful to identify possible barriers or obstacles that could get in the way of using the gift(s) you identified. Think about what you anticipate these barriers/obstacles to be (try to list at least 3 or 4 in the spaces provided) and how you can address them.
	Barriers to Using My Gift(s) at School 
	How I Will Address These Barriers 

	 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 



